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Bothers!
Happy summer! We have many fun events ahead of us this
season. To go along with our normal scheduled degrees, there
is summer table lodge, Saint Paul Saints Game, Family Game
Day, Kolacky Days, Le Sueur County Fair, Dan Patch Days,
KC/Mason chicken dinner and many others (too many to
mention). There is also work to do. The lodge needs to be
finished. In order to pay for it, we need more fundraising! Let
me know if you have any ideas, I would be happy to listen. Try
to get involved this summer, the lodge needs and wants your
kind presence and gracious participation.
This year’s Grand Lodge Communication was well attended.
MRV #6 had many brothers who witnessed the event. There
were some great topics presented to the brothers: civility, men’s
depression, background checks and membership. Please email
me if you want information on any of these subjects. On a
smaller scale, the breakout sessions consisted of hearing from
such dignitaries as Grand Deputy Bob Darling and Metro West
Area Deputy Don Nolley. As far as the Grand Lodge
resolutions go, only one passed. Brothers can now perform the
first lecture of any degree to count as their proficiency. Lastly,
a new Grand Master was installed, as was his officers. Time to
dust off the procedure to receive the Grand Master into lodge. I
think we may be paid a visit sometime soon.

Stated Meeting Date and Time:

To the next time, Fraternally,

1st Tuesday of the Month at 7:30 P.M.

Douglas Rhodes, Worshipful Master
Minnesota River Valley Lodge #6
master@mn-rivervalley.org

Chaplain Corner – Ralph and
Sam
Greetings Brothers and Friends.
Growing up, the Bugs Bunny Comedy Hour –
consisting of many different characters and themes –
was always a favorite of my Saturday morning
entertainment. The show – produced by Warner
Brothers – consisted of several short stories with
new episodes each week from our favorite
characters. Most of the voices of these cartoon
characters were provided by Brother Mel Blank.
One of these series – which left a lifelong impression
and influence on me – was “Ralph E. Wolf and Sam
Sheepdog”. This series was full of ironic humor.
Usually each episode would open up with Ralph and
Sam showing up for work, exchanging friendly
pleasantries before punching into the time clock;
“Hello Sam” … “Hello Ralph”. But once on-theclock they were adversarial opponents. Sam was the
protector of the sheep and Ralph’s job was (at least
attempt) to steal the sheep – which he never
succeeded in fooling Sam. When the whistle on the
time clock would blow for either break time or end
of the day, Sam and Ralph would stop their battle
and begin friendly conversation until their break was
over and then would pick up where they had left off.
I’ve been thinking that the Sam and Ralph comedy is
similar in ways to our Masonic teachings – to treat
each other with respect, dignity and “on the Level” –
and to never discuss religion or politics during
Masonic functions. Although Sam and Ralph had
opposing functions and points of view, they still
valued and honored each other’s right to their
individual beliefs and philosophies.
I remember President Ronald Regan and House
Speaker Tip O’Neill – although on opposite ends of
the political spectrum in their jobs – would often be
seen socializing with each other. As Peggy Noonan
pointed out in her April 23rd, 2016, Wall Street
Journal column “Declarations” – a friend, after
watching a Reagan video with his 14-year-old
daughter … “he thought of Reagan and FDR, of JFK
and Martin Luther King. His daughter, he realized
would probably never see political leaders of stature

and grace.” Although this lack of mutual respect in
our nation and world – especially in the political
environment – has been decaying for several
decades, this year’s has gone, in my opinion to the
extreme.
I could not believe or understand how programs like
Jerry Springer – first becoming popular about 10 -15
years ago – with its negative and blatant disrespect
all in the name of “Entertainment” had value. This, I
also believe has contributed to our current situation.
As I have said many times in this column – the world
now needs Freemasonry more than ever. Let’s all do
our best to show the world how to treat, respect and
love each other, instead of building barriers,
concentrating more on “We”, instead of “Us” and
“Them”.

Please continue to keep the following Brothers and
their families in your prayers:
 WB Henry Schaefer as he continues his
chemo treatments for lymphoma
 Jim Eshleman as he continues dialysis
treatments 3 times each week.
 Patricia and WB Gordy Bane in your prayers
as Patricia continues her cancer battle
 WB Richard Friend as he and Bev downsize
to an apartment near Prior Lake
 Betty Price as she continues healing and
therapy after breaking her arm in mid-March.
--Lew – chaplain@mn-rivervalley.org

“The biggest risk is not taking any risk… In a
world that changing really quickly, the only
strategy that is guaranteed to fail is not taking
risks.” – Mark Zuckerberg

The Wayfarer
The next due date for The Wayfarer is June 27th.
All articles for the May/June 2016 issue are due by
the end of the day. Any articles that are received
after the due date will be held over for the
July/August issue of The Wayfarer.
You may send articles to me for the newsletter; by
any method you desire (email, regular mail, etc.).
Articles that are not received by the due date will be
held over for the next newsletter.
Please contact me at 402-960-3629 to obtain my
address, if you wish to mail something in for the
Wayfarer.

OES Report
Renaissance Chapter #313 met on March 10th. As
always, elections were held for the upcoming year and
new officers were selected. The need for fund raisers
was discussed. A talk was given on the super hero
Batman. Started as a comic book in 1939, the
character has covered many types of entertainment
and still remains popular 77 years later with a new
movie coming out in March. On April 17th an
installation ceremony was held. Vickie Extrand was
installed as Worthy Matron and Bob Misner as
Worthy Patron. We had a very good attendance for
this important event. The Chapter had its first
meeting of the new year on April 21st. The highlight
of the night was a special honoring for a fifty-year
member.

Thank You,
Submitted by: Brad Smith
WB Steven Scheffert
(news@mn-rivervalley.org)

Masonic Milestone Master Mason
Anniversary Dates

Entered Apprentice Degree Held

MN River Valley Lodge #6 would like to recognize all
of the Masonic Milestone Master Mason Anniversary
dates that are taking place during May and June 2016
They are:
Robert Bolz
Marvin Peterson
Ned Pilling
Keith Donaldson
William Boyle
James Hanchett

65 Years
65 Years
45 Years
40 Years
35 Years
20 Years

05/09/1951
05/09/1951
05/13/1971
06/02/1976
05/27/1981
06/08/1996
On March 11, 2016, MN River Valley Lodge #6 held
an Entered Apprentice degree for Brother Eric Creger,
who is pictured above with the Brothers that
performed the degree work and in the side lines.
“If you worry about what might be, and
wonder what might have been, you will ignore
what is.” – Unknown

KC-Mason Chicken Dinner
Planning Meeting
Brothers,
We are once again beginning to plan for the 48th
annual KC/Mason Chicken Dinner.

2016 Annual 163rd Grand Lodge
Communication
On April 8th, the 163rd Grand Lodge
Communication kicked off and it was well attended
by the Brothers of our Lodge. Pictured below are
those that were in attendance for the opening
ceremony.

We ask that you come and attend this planning event
and enjoy in fellowship and join in the planning
discussion. This year the KC's will be the host of
the event. Typically, at the planning meeting and at
the dinner event, the KC's have a much stronger
showing than the Mason's, so it would be nice to
turn the tables.
The planning meeting will be held on Monday, June
13th. Social is at 6:00 p.m. and the meeting starts at
7:00 p.m. A light meal will be provided.
This meeting will be held at Richter's Woods, which
is at the following location:
35672 173rd Ave
Montgomery, MN 56069
Stay tuned for the July/August Newsletter for more
information about the dinner itself, but the date for
the dinner is Wednesday, August 17th. So save the
date.

Von Hansen Brat and Hot Dog
Stand Recap
On April 16th and 17th, MN River Valley Lodge in
conjunction with the other Masonic bodies that meet
at the Savage Masonic Center worked together to
conduct a fundraising event at the Von Hansen’s
Meat Market located in Savage. The event was very
successful and fun was had by all.
MN River Valley Lodge would like to thank all of
the Brothers that worked at the event and we would
like to especially thank Brother Chris Heiliger from
Lebanon Lodge for organizing this event.
All proceeds raised at this event will be applied to
the flooring fund.

Those pictured are (from nearest to furthest):
WB Keith Donaldson, Brother Chris Brundage,
Brother James Wallin, Carolyn Loutzenhiser, WB
John Loutzenhiser, Marie Rhodes and WM Doug
Rhodes. Taking the photo was WB Steven
Scheffert.

Master Mason Degree
We are currently planning a Master Mason Degree
for Saturday, May 21st. Watch the calendar and
emails for further communication and details.

PLAY BALL!

Take me out to the ball game…Well you know the rest of it. Come join your fellow Masonic
friends as we head to the St. Paul Saints game Saturday, June 25th for a 7:05 pm game against the
Winnipeg Goldeyes. All Masonic bodies are welcome for this event; however, tickets are
limited so place your reservations in as soon as possible. Friends, Family and especially Future
Masonic members are certainly welcome. A group of seats in section 113 of the Saints Stadium
(Along the 3rd base line) have been reserved for our group. Tickets are $19.00 each.
What baseball game isn’t better when it starts off with tailgating? We plan to begin to meet at
4:00 pm to begin the night’s festivities at the Masonic Center with a group tail gate cook out.
There will be a $6.00 charge for the dinner; Hamburgers, brats and of course…Hot Dogs! In
addition, we are asking everyone to bring their favorite dish to pass. Some beverages will be
provided however, if you have your favorite, you can certainly bring that as well.
We are also looking into the possibility of a group bus to take us all from the Masonic Center to
the game and back. This will avoid everyone driving their own cars to the game and paying for
parking.
Tickets will certainly go fast for this event so reserve your seat right away. Contact Don Moy
via e-mail at donaldmoy@msn.com or call at 612-799-2174 with the number of tickets you wish
to reserve. Reservations will be accepted through Wednesday, May 25th.

St. Paul Saints Game
Name

Tailgating?
# Tickets

Yes / No

Interested in the Bus?
Yes

No

Lynnhurst Turkey Dinner Event Photos
On April 12th, 12 Brothers from MN River Valley Lodge attended the Lynnhurst Turkey Dinner, which was
hosted by Templar Lodge. We had a great time and plenty of food to eat and needed a nap afterwards (hence
the last photo). We hope that more Brothers will be able to attend the event next year. Here are just a few
photos from the event.

List of Upcoming Events:

May 2016

June 2016

2nd – 7:00 P.M. Bethel #85 Meeting
3rd – 7:30 P.M. Stated Communications Meeting
4th – 6:30 P.M. Lebanon Lodge
5th – Reserved for Ritual Work Practice
8th – Mother’s Day
9th – 6:30 P.M. Bethel #85 Council Meeting/Lodge
Cleaning
10th – 7:00 P.M. Lebanon Lodge Stated Meeting
11th – 12:00 P.M. Phoenix Daylight Lodge Stated
Meeting
11th – 6:30 P.M. Building Boarding Meeting
11th – 7:00 P.M. Bloomington OES Chapter Meeting
14th – 7:30 A.M. Masons Coffee at Dunn Brothers
Coffee in Apple Valley
14th – 8:00 A.M. Savage Masonic Center – Spring
Highway Cleanup Event.
th
14 – 12:00 P.M. Masonic Family Game Day
16th – 7:00 P.M. Bethel #85 Meeting
18th – 6:30 P.M. Lebanon Lodge
19th – 7:00 P.M. Renaissance #313 OES Meeting
21st – 8:00 A.M. Master Mason Degree
24th – 6:30 P.M. Steering Committee Meeting – Light
Supper Provided
25th – 7:00 P.M. Bloomington OES Chapter Meeting
26th – Reserved for Ritual Work
30th – Memorial Day

1st – 6:30 P.M. Lebanon Lodge
2nd – Reserved for Ritual Work
6th – 7:00 P.M. Bethel #85 Meeting
7th – 7:30 P.M. Stated Communications Meeting
8th – 6:30 P.M. Building Board Meeting
8th – 7:00 P.M. Bloomington OES Chapter Meeting
11th – 7:30 A.M. Masons Coffee at Dunn Brothers
Coffee in Apple Valley
13th – 6:00 P.M. KC/Mason Chicken Dinner Planning
Meeting at Richter’s Woods in Montgomery
11th – 6:30 P.M. Bethel #85 Council Meeting/Lodge
Cleaning
14th – Flag Day
14th – 7:00 P.M. Lebanon Lodge Stated Meeting
15th – 6:30 P.M. Lebanon Lodge
16th – 7:00 P.M. Renaissance OES #313 Meeting
19th – Father’s Day
20th – 7:00 P.M. Bethel #85 Meeting
22nd – 9:00 A.M. Bloomington OES #307 Meeting
23rd – Reserved for Ritual Work
25th – 7:05 P.M. St. Paul Saints Game
27th – Articles Due for the Wayfarer
28th – 6:30 P.M. Steering Committee Meeting – Light
Supper Provided

Visit the Lodge Website and view the Lodge calendar for our complete list of events.
http://www.mn-rivervalley.org/

