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Greetings from the East.
I say that to you Brothers for the last time. Greetings from the
East. What a wonderful experience. To those Worshipful
Brothers, I’m sure you understand. But for me, I’m still
experiencing this as continue to move forward and grow as a
Mason. I don’t know how I did for you, my Brothers. I pray that I
did, not only ok for you, but that I exemplified the meaning of
Masonry. Brotherly Love. Taking Good Men and Making them
Better. This last one though… this last one here I can tell you for
CERTAIN I’ve done. Grown as Mason and Man.
Every Master has had their issues that made their Masonic life
difficult and/their own life difficult. I have to say, Brothers, this
year was NO exception. We lost TOO many Brothers. Some of
whom, I hurt, grieve for and by God, deeply miss. I know that’s
something that is out of our control. It honestly does not make it
an easier. I miss those men. I miss my Friends. I miss my
Brothers.

Chaplain – WB Tim Pray
(952) 212-1505
chaplain@mn-rivervalley.org

I don’t know what your expectations were to become a Mason or
when you became one. I honestly really didn’t know what to
expect. I knew who we are, but not much more other than what I
had read (remember fellas, I didn’t grow up with internet, thus, I
didn’t have access to all of our conspiracy theories).

Lodge Location:

But let me bend your ear for a moment Brothers and explain what
this beautiful gift has given me and see if this rings true for you.

4821 West 124th Street
Savage, MN 55378

Stated Meeting Date and Time:
1st Tuesday of the Month at 7:30 P.M.

I don’t know that I was ever a “Good Man.” I can and will say
that I am that, at the very least with this gift of Masonry.
I’ve grown not just as Mason, but as a Man. My relationship with
the Supreme Architect has not only grown, but in a depth and
Faith I’ve never known, nor thought possible. Thank you, O,’
Lord.

Continued on the next page

Greetings from the East, cont.
I feel that I’ve grown as Man in the sense of a husband. I
can and will sit here and tell you that I love my wife more
than the day I married her. Not only has she given me the
wonderful gift of love and respect of Masonry, she’s fully
encouraged it. When I had a rough patch, she was right
there in support of me and whatever I decided to do.
Thank you, Katie.
I feel that I’ve developed within my family. I am
admittedly a very private person. Sometimes more so
when it would come to a family event, as you’re more
exposed with your thoughts and feelings. My childhood
was not the best, shall we say. If you’re ever looking for
advice on urban winter survival (i.e. I was homeless
within the city (Mpls) and made it through the winter)
with no money or shelter, feel free to ask. With my gift of
Masonry, I’ve opened up so much to my Father-in-law
and Mother-in-law. Who both of them love and are proud
to know so many of you.
I feel that I’ve developed as a friend. As I explained prior,
my childhood was not the best and I didn’t really have
time to make friends, let alone good ones. With the gift of
Masonry, I’ve had one Brother ask me the length of my
Cable Tow. I love this man so much that I don’t even
consider him my friend, he IS my Brother. My answer to
him was, “for you, infinite,” and always will be. This
Brother knows that if he EVER needs anything, I’m
already there. And I know the same of him. I have
another Brother that again, he’s not my friend, he IS my
Brother (SrDF). This man has gone through hell and back
this year. I’ve been there for my Brother and ALWAYS
will be there for my Brother. Because he’s my Brother
and Masonry has given me that understanding and Love.
This Brother probably has no clue how much he’s given
me in teaching and showing patience, care and Love.
Thank you Brothers.
Still on the friend topic, I’ve made so many more freaking
fantastic friends, AGAIN, through Masonry. These men
love me for who I am. Not what I do or what I can offer
them, but just for me. Again. I don’t know that I was
ever a Good Man, but because of you men… because of
YOU Brothers, I’m certain I’m, at the very least, a Good
Man.

I close my last article to you, my Brothers, with many
thank you’s. Thank you, Supreme Architect for the
many, MANY blessings I never knew, let alone even
thought or imagined possible. Thank you to my
beautiful, supportive and loving wife, Katie. Thank
you to my wonderful and understanding In-Laws,

Perry and Lynne (Johnson)Thank you for your
encouragement, love and support. Thank you,
Brothers, for your presence. Thank you for your support.
Thank you for your trust. Thank you for your belief in
being able to hold the reins of this splendid, glorious and
beautiful Lodge. But mostly, thank you for your Love. I
honestly don’t know what kind of a Man that I would be
without any and all of you and your love.
As I close this with many tears I ask.
Why is sharing the Gift of Masonry so important?
I honestly never knew that this much friendship and love
could EVER exist. Especially within my life. And you
know the best part? I’m not done with Masonry, nor is
Masonry done with me. What does that mean? I will
continue to grow as a Man, as a friend as a Mason, but
most importantly, as a Brother.
Cheers my Brothers!
Erin Go Bragh
James T. Wallin
Master
master@mn-rivervalley.org
651-274-0081

Save the Date(s)
Saturday, November 10th
2019 Planning Meeting
Savage Masonic Center
Saturday, December 8th
Minnesota River Valley Lodge #6
Installation of Lodge Leadership Team
Officers and Appointed Positions
Savage Masonic Center.
Saturday, February 2nd, 2019
Table Lodge
American Legion Post 643
12375 Princeton Ave, Savage, MN 55378
Stay tuned for more information

From the West
As we draw close to the Thanksgiving Holiday, it
should remind all of us of the Thanks that we should
share with our fellow Brothers and Family members.
Without this balance, our lives lack balance and
harmony. Whether that family member is a true
relative or just a special person(s) in your life, now is
the time to share that special Thanks for all they have
given and shared with you. Unfortunately, it seems
that in our day to day hectic schedules, we tend to
forget appreciating all of the things they do for us. In
some cases, we get so complacent the we even take
these loved ones for granted. Life’s too short not to
express what is in your heart to those around you.
Take the time to share that extra smile, give that extra
hug and express your sincere thanks.
As we begin to close the Masonic calendar year, it
seems fitting to give special thanks to everyone that
gave and will continue to give of their time and
talents this year. Thank you to those that:












Participated in Degree Work
Prepared a meal
Attended and contributed at a Steering
Meeting
Played a role in Ritual Work
Instrumental in having a new Brother join our
Fraternity
Helped at one or more of the Fund Raisers
Served on a Committee
Played a part in the Widows Dinner
Joined in one of the social events
Helped Mentor a new Brother
Too many more to continue the list

Bottom line, Thank You for being a Brother!
Our Fraternity is strong because of you. However,
we can be even better, but it will take additional
effort to reach those goals. Thank you for your labors
today and your continued efforts tomorrow,
THANK YOU, BROTHERS. HAPPY
THANKSGIVING BROTHERS!
Donald Moy
Senior Warden
sw@mn-rivervalley.org

January 2019 Stated Meeting
Change Communication
Brethren of MN River Valley Lodge #6, please
take notice that the January 2019 Stated
Communication meeting has been changed to the
following date:
When:
Location:
Time:

Thursday, January 3, 2019
Savage Masonic Center
6:00 p.m. Social and Stated Meeting
at 7:00 p.m.

This change is required, because our normal Stated
Communication night will fall on New Years Day.
Per our recent bylaw changes, Stated
Communications that fall on a holiday, the Stated
Communication will then be held on the following
Thursday.
If you have any questions about this change, please
contact the Lodge Secretary.

Masonic Milestone Master
Mason Anniversary Dates
MN River Valley Lodge #6 would like to recognize
all the Masonic Milestone Master Mason
Anniversary dates that are taking place during
November and December 2018.
They are:
Meritt Henry
Wilbur Leibrand
Bill Tuttle
Dean Brunkow
James Heyda
Dallas Horejsi

65 Years
65 Years
60 Years
40 Years
20 Years
20 Years

11/13/1953
11/30/1953
11/22/1958
11/22/1978
12/08/1998
12/08/1998

On Smiles
Two ideas:
1) JK Rowling posits in Harry Potter and the Deathly
Hallows that “Words are, in my not-so-humble opinion,
our most inexhaustible source of magic.”
2) We have often been told that a picture is worth a
thousand words.
Putting these two ideas together, we discover that the
expressions we wear on our faces are powerful. A
smile is a very powerful form of magic. It is capable
not only of brightening the moods of those that see it,
but also of the person who gives it. Thus, it is a gift
that when you give, you also receive. Adding to its
potency, a smile is contagious, propagating around a
room and beyond like cars leaving a stoplight. With all
this passing back and forth, one would think that we
would always be smiling. But alas, there are time when
it is difficult to smile. It is at these times that it is
perhaps most important to find a reason to smile,
remembering that time heals all wounds.

OES Report
Renaissance Chapter #313 met twice in September.
We meet once a month except in March, September,
and October when we have two meetings. In
September, every Chapter celebrates Rob Morris
night who was the founder of Eastern Star. Our
Chapter had an official visit from the Minnesota
Grand Family. A pot luck supper was served to all
who attended, we had a new member join us and the
Grand Family did the initiation ceremony. There
was a bottle auction afterwards which everyone
seemed to enjoy. Our October meeting was on
October 11th. The station of Esther was honored.
All current and Past Members who served as Esther
were introduced. The Worthy Matron talked about
the station. Each one received a gift. Line officers
were also honored. The Worthy Patron gave a talk
on sugar cane. The stations of Ruth, Martha, and
Organist were honored at our second October
meeting. On the 18th, the Worthy Patron gave a talk
on Daylight Savings time.
Submitted by: Brad Smith

I encourage all of you to smile and remind you that a
smile is a crooked line that sets a lot of things straight.
Ted Smith – Junior Warden
jw@mn-rivervalley.org

CALLING ALL VETERANS AND CURRENT MILITARY
BROTHERS
As a special tribute to our armed forces, we have arranged to have a special flag ceremony tribute to the various
branches of our armed forces including







Marines
Army
Navy
Air Force
National Guard
Coast Guard

If you or a loved one has served in one of these branches and are planning to attend the Winter Table Lodge
scheduled for February 2nd, please e-mail or call, Don Moy at donaldmoy@msn.com or 612-799-2174 with the
particular branch that you wish to represent. You will be asked to proudly serve as the flag bearer for that branch.
I’ve asked Charles Richter to again lead our flag processional as the flag bearer of the American Flag. Please
respond as soon as possible so that we can finalize the list of flag bearer for this event.

Daylight Savings!
It is that time again as on Sunday, November 4th
Daylight Savings Time ends. Since it is now Fall,
we need to “Fall Back” and set our clocks 1 hour
back starting at 2:00 a.m.

friends to spend time with. I didn’t need more things
to do, who does? Is that what a good man you know is
looking for, waiting for? A quote from Kenny’s
service “When you smile at someone, make sure it’s a
genuine smile, we know the difference.”
Keep these brothers in your prayers and thoughts:








Prayers and Thought
The leaves are falling, flakes of snow have been seen.
Nature reminds us to pay attention to what is happening
around us, and to keep looking forward. I’m sure that
there are others, who find themselves thinking of the
tasks we haven’t completed, while balancing the tasks yet
to be done before winter sets in. Am I talking about yard
work and household chores? Or am I thinking about each
of our lives as we meet one another or too easily don’t?
The recent passing of WB Ken Betterton brought this
very point to the forefront for many brothers. Kenny
worked tremendously hard to get the Masonic Center
from a big empty building to a finished building where
six Masonic bodies enjoy sharing regular fellowship. It
was the vision of WB Rich Hervieux and WB Jason
Bergeson to work very hard to the same end. Each of
them struggling to finish the task, to get into the “new”
building with no steps.
Getting a good man into Masonry, isn’t all that different,
prep work/time spent talking to him, seeing if the fit is
right and trying to determine if his will is strong enough
to overcome some of the hurdles we all encounter. Will I
set aside the time, make it one of my priorities, or will I
let it slide to another time. I got into Masonry to
strengthen the friends I already had, and to make more



Dallas Horejsi continuing his medications and
oxygen,
Dave Scheffert recovering from surgery,
Steve Scheffert recovering from low back surgery,
Gordy Bane grieving the loss of his wife, Patricia,
Rod Kirkwold caring for his wife Ginny,
Tim Pray grieving the loss of his wife Kimm,
Beverly Friend grieving the loss of husband, Dick
Friend,
Rosalie Schaefer grieving husband Henry
Schaefer.

Let us continue to look forward to the new brothers in
Lodge, the next good man we can give light to,
continually growing ourselves as well as each other.
My grandmother was a school teacher her whole life
in a small-town elementary school. And she would
tell my sisters and I that we should always try to learn
something new every day, learn a new language, learn
a new skill it doesn’t matter what, just learn
something.
In Brotherly Love, Hope and Charity
WB Tim Pray
Chaplain

The Wayfarer
The next due date for The Wayfarer is Friday,
December 28, 2018. All articles for the
January/February 2018 issue are due by the end of
the day. Any articles that are received after the due
date will be held over for the March/April 2019 issue
of The Wayfarer.
Thank You,
WB Steven Scheffert – (news@mn-rivervalley.org)

The Roll of the Workmen Has
Been Called!

The “WORKING Tools” of a
Masonic Work Day

And Worshipful Brother Ken A. Betterton has not
responded.

Kenneth Aaron “Butch” Betterton, born April 29,1955
in Denver, Colorado to Kenneth Floyd Betterton and
Jacqueline Yockey Betterton, died October 15, 2018 in
New Prague, Minnesota. He was a man of many
talents, as well as the life of the party, with a joke and
a wild story in tow. He graduated from Grand Junction
High School and headed for the Marines. Ken served
on the Utah Highway Patrol for 18 years, retired as
Training Director and received many awards for the
work he had done. He was Commander of the Utah
Police Corps. Ken was a motivational/leadership
speaker, and a personal trainer helping and inspiring
many on their journey to healthy living. He was a
Member of the Scottish Rite and a 32 Degree Master
Mason. He was a man of vision, from his teaching
ability, to turning a crumbling old barn into beautiful
furniture and home furnishings, all the way to the
stunning homes he built. He lived and breathed Kansas
City Chiefs football, riding his Harley, and being a
loyal friend and devoted father. He leaves behind so
many that will miss him and his irreverent humor,
bright smile and contagious laugh; friends across the
globe, his family in the Marines, Law Enforcement and
Masonic Brothers.
WB Ken was Initiated as an Entered Apprentice on
September 25, 2008, Passed to the Degree of a
Fellowcraft on January 17, 2009 and Raised to the
Sublime Degree of a Master Mason on January 17,
2009. WB Ken was Master of MN River Valley
Lodge #6 in 2014, he was also appointed as Grand
Chaplain for 2015 – 2016 and was the Chairman of the
Grand Lodge Leadership Committee in 2016-2017.

Recently Paul Bergevin, President of MN Valley
Mason, Inc requested a Work Day to paint the
exterior ceiling and walls of the entire walkway of
the building. John Loutzenhiser, Don Moy, Doug
Rhodes, Eric Creger, Tim Pray and Paul Bergevin
answered the call. The team is shown here with just
a few of the tools needed to complete the project
including a Spray Shield, Spray Gun with extension
pole and tips, Refurbished Exterior Light Covers,
Protective Plastic and of course a camera to capture
this event in progress.
The results speak for themselves, but if you haven’t
had a chance to get down to the Lodge Building
recently, the picture illustrates how much cleaner
and brighter the walkway is following the cleaning
and painting. As good Masons as we are, we’re
always looking for “More Light” Next time you’re
at the Masonic Center, look up at the ceiling and
lights

A special word of Thanks to both Paul and Eric not
only providing their manual labor but their
professional expertise as they are both in the Paint
Industry.

List of Upcoming Events for MN River Valley Lodge #6:

November 2018

December 2018

1st – Reserved for Ritual Work
6th – 7:00 P.M. Stated Communications Meeting
– Dinner at 6:00 P.M.
th
10 – 7:30 A.M. Masons Coffee at Dunn
Brothers Coffee in Apple Valley
th
10 – 10:00 a.m. – 2019 Planning Meeting
11th – Veterans Day
14th – 6:30 P.M. MN Valley Masons, Inc – Board
of Directors Meeting.
22nd – Thanksgiving Day
27th – 6:30 P.M. Steering Committee Meeting –
Light Supper Provided

2nd – Hanukkah Starts
4th – 7:00 P.M. Stated Communications Meeting
– Dinner at 6:00 P.M.
th
6 – Reserved for Ritual Work
8th – 7:30 A.M. Masons Coffee at Dunn Brothers
Coffee in Apple Valley.
8th – 3:00 p.m. Installation of Officers
10th – Hanukkah Ends
12th – 6:30 P.M. MN Valley Masons, Inc – Board
of Directors Meeting
st
21 – Winter Solstice
24th – Christmas Eve
25th – Christmas Day
27th – 6:30 P.M. Steering Committee Meeting –
Light Supper Provided
28th – Articles Due for the Wayfarer
31st – New Year’s Eve

Visit the Lodge Website and view the Lodge event calendar for the complete list of events for all
Masonic Bodies that are utilizing the Savage Masonic Center. http://www.mn-rivervalley.org/

