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January/February 2020

From the East
Well here we are once again, the end of one year and
the beginning of a new. Time sure seems to keep moving
right along, and at a rapid pace too. It seems as if it was just
last week I was first asked to take an office in the lodge. Here
we are now, some years later, and I know I have changed
from who I was back then. The Lodge has changed as well.
We moved into our new building, and there are many new
faces in addition to the familiar ones.
One of the changes planned for this year is a switch to
degree cycles. As the candidate we have is going through the
One Day, we will not have a cycle of degrees beginning in
January. However, as we have potential candidates checking
out the lodge, we may be starting a degree cycle soon.
While the lack of a degree cycle beginning in January
does make the calendar of events a little sparse, there are still
some events of note withing the next couple of months.
January 18th is the One Day to Masonry. We will have a
candidate going through the degrees there, so please come
and show your support for him. Also, coming up on February
15th is the Year End Awards Banquet. This event is new, and
from what I hear, it should be quite the event. I hope to see
you there.
Time marches forward and reminds us that some
things never change and others do. The time to appreciate
those around us is always now. Thank you to all the brothers
and their families, and a special thank you to those who have
served the lodge last year, and those who will this coming
year.
Ted Smith - Master
master@mn-rivervalley.org
(952) 492-6977

From the West

Masonic Milestone Master
Mason Anniversary Dates

Become a Mentor

MN River Valley Lodge #6 would like to
recognize all the Masonic Milestone Master
Mason Anniversary dates that are taking place
during January and February 2020.
They are:
James Kirby
Jeffery Bican

55 Years
15 Years

01/30/1965
01/08/2005


The Wayfarer
The next due date for The Wayfarer is Friday,
February 21, 2020. All articles for the March / April
2020 issue are due by 5:00 p.m. on that day. Any
articles that are received after the due date will be
held over for the May/June 2020 issue of The
Wayfarer.

I wasn’t sure I would have time to become a Mentor
to a newly admitted Brother, but I jumped in and
became a Mentor. I went to all but one of the Classes
offered by the Metro West Masonic Association.
They provided a great resource and learning, a
PowerPoint to help walk the Mentor and the New
Brother through the steps from Entered Apprentice to
FellowCraft to Master Mason, filled with great
information and teachings. A great reminder for the
Mentor along with information that I either forgot or
didn’t even know about myself. Please pull me aside
and ask me to bring it along and I can walk you
through the PowerPoints. There are some things I
would change but all and all a very good tool to use
and support a Brother that would like to become a
Mentor.
The two takeaways for me are the learning
that I was able to get back and remind myself of what
we are doing as Masons to improve our world one
man at a time including myself. The best picture is
this:

Thank You,
WB Steven Scheffert – WB James Wallin
(wayfarer@mn-rivervalley.org)

:
Continued on the next page

From the West continued
We are all striving to carve our best self out the
rough stone or place that we have made for
ourselves. We cannot do it on our own that is why
we rely on our Brothers. The other takeaway is the
practice of each degree’s proficiency. As I have
moved through the Officer’s chairs and now being
seated in the West. I am having to memorize much of
the same things that I need to know to Open and
Close the Lodge on each degree as Senior Warden.
Because I have been practicing both the questions
and the answers, I will also be able to take this
knowledge to the East.
The most rewarding part of being a mentor is
getting to know the New Brother, better. On a more
personal level as we walk through the steps to
becoming a Master Mason. Our journey will forever
be intertwined with each other on many levels of
friendship and brotherly love!
Paul Bergevin
Senior Warden
(612) 282-5948
sw@mn-rivervalley.org

From the South
It is certainly an honor to be elected as your Junior
Warden for our lodge for the upcoming year. With
your support, I hope to live up to the very high
standards of those who have served before me.
Masonic Symbolism during the Holidays
While digging through the snow recently, I came
upon a branch of an evergreen. Its dark blue-green
needles poked out of the white snow with a
promise of life amidst the coldest winter fury that
Mother Nature could muster. It reminded me of
the sprig of Acacia, symbol of the immortality of
the soul.
I sometimes think that up here in our northern
climate, when in the grips of a cold and snowy
winter, the evergreen symbolic meaning rings truer
than in the warmer climates. That is why the
Acacia is an important symbol in Freemasonry and
the evergreen tree has become one of the symbols
of Christmas.
I have always loved to go out for a walk at night
during gentle snow storm. There is an ethereal
quiet and otherworldly glow at night with the snow
coming down that soothes the soul. Martin Luther
remarked that once while traveling on one
Christmas Eve, in a snow-covered country, he
looked up through the trees and was struck with the
beauty of the stars peeking through the dark green
boughs above him.
While you surround yourself with the people your
love and gather by the Christmas tree, be reminded
of a similar Masonic symbol, the Acacia, and the
promise of the immortality of the soul.
Happy Holidays!!!
Dan Ploenzke
Junior Warden
(651) 295-1433
jw@mn-rivervalley.org

OES Report
Renaissance Chapter #313 – Order of the Eastern
Star
Renaissance Chapter #313 met on November 21st.
We had potluck dinner prior to the meeting. We had
a new member join us and there was an initiation at
the meeting. It went well and the Officers did a
wonderful job with their parts.
Our Christmas meeting was held on December 19th.
Mrs. Claus made a surprise visit. She wished us all a
Merry Christmas and provided everyone a candy
cane. The Worthy Grand Matron of Minnesota was
also in attendance. A soup dinner was served prior
to the meeting.
Renaissance Chapter #313 will be dark in January
and February. The next meeting will be held in
March. During that meeting, elections for Officers
for the 2020 year.
Submitted by: Brad Smith

Dues Reminder
If you have yet to do so, please remember to pay
your dues. Our operating budget for the year is
based on the dues that are received, so it is critical
that individuals pay in a timely manner, so that
the Lodge can continue to function properly.
Also, if you are involved with another Masonic
organization, you must remain current in the Blue
Lodge to remain a member in good standing with
the other organizations. If you have any questions
about the 2020 dues, please contact the Lodge
Secretary.
WB Steve Scheffert
sec@mn-rivervalley.org

2020 Installation of Officers

On Saturday, December 7, 2019, the Installation of
Officers for MN River Valley Lodge #6 was held.
The following are your officers for 2020:
Master

WB Ted Smith

Senior Warden

Paul Bergevin*

Junior Warden

Dan Ploenzke

Treasurer

Joe Andrus

Secretary

WB Steven Scheffert

LEO

Jared Wingo

Senior Deacon

Gerry Robison

Junior Deacon

Ben Sorenson

Chaplain

WB Don Moy

Senior Steward

Mike Bauer*

Junior Steward

Dean Becker*

Marshal

Matt Kreger*

Tyler

Craig Pederson
*Missing from photo above

Lexophile’s for Thought!
To write with a broken pencil is pointless.
Did you hear about the guy that had his left side cut
off? He’s all right now.

Happy New Year!

Master Mason Degrees
Huge thank you to Lebanon Lodge #346 and Lake Harriet #277 in assisting us with two Master Mason
Degrees. Brother Dean Becker and Brother Jared Wingo (top photo) and Brother Dean Becker (Bottom
photo). Thank you to all who assisted.

List of Upcoming Events for MN River Valley Lodge #6:

January 2020
1st – New Year’s Day
2nd – Reserved for Ritual Work
7th – 7:00 P.M. Stated Communications Meeting
– Dinner at 6:00 P.M.
8th – 6:30 P.M. MN Valley Masons, Inc – Board
of Directors Meeting.
11th – 7:30 A.M. Masons Coffee at Dunn
Brothers Coffee in Apple Valley.
th
18 – 7 A.M. to 5 P.M. Grand Lodge of
Minnesota – One Day to Masonry
th
20 – Martin Luther King Day
23rd – Reserved for Ritual Work
28th – 6:30 P.M. Steering Committee Meeting –
Light Supper Provided.

February 2020
4th – 7:00 P.M. Stated Communications Meeting
– Dinner at 6:00 P.M.
6th – Reserved for Ritual Work
8th – 7:30 A.M. Masons Coffee at Dunn Brothers
Coffee in Apple Valley.
12th – 6:30 P.M. MN Valley Masons, Inc – Board
of Directors Meeting.
14th – Valentine’s Day
15th – Anniversary and Awards Banquet
17th – Presidents’ Day
21st – Articles Due for the Wayfarer
25th – 6:30 P.M. Steering Committee Meeting –
Light Supper Provided.
th
27 – Reserved for Ritual Work

Visit the Lodge Website and view the Lodge event calendar for the complete list of events for all
Masonic Bodies that are utilizing the Savage Masonic Center. http://www.mn-rivervalley.org/

