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From the East
The nights are still cold, but they grow shorter with
every passing day. As we transition into spring the days
increase in light, not just in time but in strength as well, soon
causing buds to swell and greenery to grow. This should
remind us that we are also seeking to grow in light.
In the past couple of months, we have witnessed a new
Brother’s journey to light at the One Day to Masonry. It is a
joy to see his enthusiasm for the craft. Please congratulate
B. Gary Robinson if you get the chance.
February brought the Awards Banquet celebrating
last year’s achievements. Anniversary certificates were
presented, and awards were given out. Some of the awards
were aimed towards humor, and others toward the serious,
but all shared in the light of fellowship.
We look forward to having the opportunity to grow
in the light of knowledge as well as the light of fellowship at
the Wine Tasting event on March 19th. We also will have
the opportunity to grow in the light of fellowship at a
Bowling Event coming up on April 24th. This bowling event
will hopefully help us to bring back the 92 next from next
year’s Princeton Bowling event.
Grand Lodge will be April 3-4 at the Masonic
Heritage Center. It promises multiple opportunities to grow
in light. WB Don Moy is a Grand Lodge Officer this year,
so please plan on attending if you can, to show him our
support.
Continued on the next page

From the East, Continued
We look forward in the coming months to
receiving at least one petition and, if elected to
membership, putting on the degrees and seeing a
new brother grow in light along with us.
I hope that regardless of whether you can
attend any of our upcoming events you will
continue to grow in light.
Ted Smith
Master
Minnesota River Valley #6
(952) 492-6977
master@mn-rivervalley.org

The Wayfarer
The next due date for The Wayfarer is Thursday,
April 24th, 2020. All articles for the May/June
2020 issue are due by 5:00 p.m. on that day. Any
articles that are received after the due date will be
held over for the July/August 2020 issue of The
Wayfarer.
Thank You,
WB Steven Scheffert – WB James Wallin
(wayfarer@mn-rivervalley.org)

From the West
A Grain of Sand
As a Brother has laid his tools down this month and we
celebrated the life of WB Emil Knish with a large number
of Brothers from our lodge. A big thank you to all that
made it to Montgomery! That meant a lot to Emil’s
(Sorry “Spud’s”) family and those brothers that were
close to him. The show of support goes a long way in this
world.
I was reflecting on the service that WM Don Moy put
together. The Strongest message I took away was the
Hourglass and that it is now empty for Emil. And we
need to think about the sand that is still in our Hourglass
of life. What are we doing with the grains of sand that we
have left? We do not know the day or hour of when we
will depart this world to go to the Celestial Lodge above.
So, what do we do each day to better ourselves? How do
we treat others that we interact with each day? It brought
back to me a Poem that WB Don Nolley sent out in the
Grand Lodge e-newsletter back in August of last year.

Can you say tonight in parting, with the day that's
slipping fast, that you helped a single person of the
many that you passed?
Is a single heart rejoicing over what you did or said?
Does the one whose hopes were fading now with
courage look ahead?
Did you win the day or lose it?
Was it well or sorely spent?
Did you leave a trail of kindness, or a scar of
discontent?
As you close your eyes in slumber, do you think that
God will say, "you have earned one more tomorrow by
the good you did today?”
So, I ask you, “What do your grains of sand look like?”
“Have you earned one more tomorrow?”

At A Day's End (By John Hall)
Is anybody happier because you passed their way?
Does anyone remember that you spoke to them today?
The day is almost over, and its toiling time is through, is
there anyone that will utter a kind word about you?

Alas my Brother!
Paul Bergevin
Senior Warden
Minnesota River Valley Lodge #6
(612) 282-5948
sw@mn-rivervalley.org

OES Report
Renaissance Chapter #313 was dark and did not
meet in January nor February. Our next meeting
will take place in March.
We will have an election of Officers for the
upcoming year. On Saturday, April 11th at 2 PM
there will be a joint Installation with Bloomington
Chapter #307 at the Minnesota Masonic Heritage
Center. This spectacular event is open to all.
Please come and support us at this unique event.
We’d love to see you!
During this period of darkness of our chapter, I
spent some time visiting other chapters. I went to
Queen Esther, located in Robbinsdale and
Minnehaha chapters for the Line Officer
Honoring. Farmington chapter had their annual
Valentine’s Day luncheon on February 8th.
One of the many benefits of the Eastern Star
Membership is to be included and to do fun
activities like these and meet other members.
Submitted by Brad Smith

2020 Dues Reminder
Now that we are two months into 2020, please
remember to pay your dues, if you have yet to do so.
At the time of the putting the newsletter together, we
still have several Brothers who have yet to pay their
dues for 2020. Our operating budget for the year is
based on the dues that are received, so it is critical
that individuals pay in a timely manner, so that the
Lodge can continue to function properly. Also, if
you are involved with another Masonic organization,
you must remain current in the Blue Lodge to
remain a member in good standing with the other
organizations.
If you have any questions about the 2020 dues,
please contact the Lodge Secretary
WB Steve Scheffert

From the South
Brothers – Below is a short article that I found great
meaning while reading. It is especially poignant
with the recent departure of WB Emil Knish. Much
of it speaks to the values we hold dear in Masonry,
so I hope you find it as meaningful as I did.

THE TRAIN:
At birth we boarded the train and met our parents,
and we believe they will always travel by our side.
As time goes by, other people will board the train;
and they will be significant i.e. our siblings, friends,
children, strangers and even the love of your life.
However, at some station our parents will step down
from the train, leaving us on this journey alone.
Others will step down over time and leave a
permanent vacuum. Some, however, will go so
unnoticed that we don't realize they vacated their
seats. This train ride will be full of joy, sorrow,
fantasy, expectations, hellos, goodbyes, and
farewells. Success consists of having a good
relationship with all passengers requiring that we
give the best of ourselves.
The mystery to everyone is: We do not know at
which station we ourselves will step down. So, we
must live in the best way, love, forgive, and offer the
best of who we are. It is important to do this because
when the time comes for us to step down and leave
our seat empty we should leave behind beautiful
memories for those who will continue to travel on
the train of life.
I wish you a joyful journey for the coming years on
your train of life. Reap success, give lots of love and
be happy. More importantly, thank God for the
journey!
Lastly, I want to thank you for being one of the
passengers on my train!
Dan Ploenzke
Junior Warden
(651) 295-1433
jw@mn-rivervalley.org

April 2020 Stated Meeting
Change Communication
Brethren of MN River Valley Lodge #6, please
take notice that the April 2020 Stated
Communication meeting has been changed to the
following date:
When:
Location:
Time:

The Roll of the Workmen Has
Been Called!
And Worshipful Brother Emil E. Knish has not
responded.

Thursday, April 2, 2020
Savage Masonic Center
6:00 p.m. Social and Stated
Meeting at 7:00 p.m.

If you have any questions about this change,
please contact the Lodge Secretary.
WB Steve Scheffert
sec@mn-rivervalley.org

Daylight Savings!
It is that time again as on Sunday, March 8th
Daylight Savings Time begins. Since it is in the
Springtime, we need to “Spring” our clocks 1
hour forward starting at 2:00 a.m.

WB Emil E. Knish, of Montgomery passed away on
Thursday, February 6, 2020. WB Emil was born in St.
Peter and graduated from Le Center High School. He
attended Faribault Vo-Tech and was a Field
Coordinator for Opus Design Building LLC for 35
years.
WB Emil was a member of the Scott-Carver Threshers
and Carpenters Local Union #322. He enjoyed antique
gas engine collecting and restoration, gardening, wood
working and carpentry, wine making, cabinetry, deer
hunting, trapping, grilling, history and historic
buildings, with family, rescuing pets, and landscaping.
WB Emil is survived by his wife Terry and two
children Emily and Kelsey.

Lexophiles for Thought
1.) If you don’t pay your exorcist, you
get repossessed.
2.) A lot of money is tainted. ‘Taint
yours and ‘taint mine!

WB Emil was Initiated as an Entered Apprentice on
March 11, 1991, Passed to the Degree of a Fellowcraft
on April 8, 1991 and Raised to the Sublime Degree of
a Master Mason on October 28, 1991. WB Emil was
Master of King Hiram Lodge #31 of Jordan in 1997.
WB Emil played a role with the building of our Lodge
space in Savage. WB Emil also served many pork
burgers over the years as well, as he, with a few others,
was one of our main cooks during the weekend.

To all of my Brothers, my sincerest wishes to you this upcoming St. Patrick’s Day!
Here’s to a long life and a merry one. A quick death and an easy one. A pretty girl and an
honest one. And lastly, here’s to a cold pint…AND ANOTHER ONE. Cheers Brothers
WB James Wallin.

Masonic Milestone Master
Mason Anniversary Dates
MN River Valley Lodge #6 would like to recognize
all the Masonic Milestone Master Mason Anniversary
dates that are taking place during March and April
2019.

Happy St. Patrick’s Day
May your day be touched by a bit of Irish luck,
brightened by a song in your heart and warmed
by the smiles of the people you love.

They are:
Kermit Bischoff
Gary Eagen
Patrick Duffy
Marc Peterson
Gordon Bane

70 Years
50 Years
45 Years
35 Years
25 Years

03/20/1950
04/17/1970
03/22/1975
03/02/1985
04/15/1995

Quote
Masonic labor is purely a labor of love. He who
seeks to draw Masonic wages in gold and silver will
be disappointed. The wages of a Mason are in the
dealings with one another; sympathy begets
sympathy, kindness begets kindness, helpfulness
begets helpfulness, and these are the wages of a
Mason. – Benjamin Franklin

List of Upcoming Events for MN River Valley Lodge #6:

March 2020

April 2019

3rd – 7:00 P.M. Stated Communications Meeting
– Dinner at 6:00 P.M.
5th – Reserved for Ritual Work.
8th – 2:00 A.M. Daylight Savings.
11th – 6:30 P.M. MN Valley Masons, Inc – Board
of Directors Meeting.
14th – 7:30 A.M. Masons Coffee at Dunn
Brothers Coffee in Apple Valley.
th
19 – 6:00 P.M. Wine Tasting Event. See above.
17th – St. Patrick’s Day
24th – 6:30 P.M. Steering Committee Meeting –
Light Supper Provided.
th
26 – Reserved for Ritual Work.

2nd – 7:00 P.M. Stated Communications Meeting
– Dinner at 6:00 P.M.
3rd – 4th – 167th Grand Lodge of MN
Communications @ MN Masonic Heritage
Center. 7 A.M. – 5 P.M. Both Days.
th
7 – 5:30 P.M. Lynnhurst Turkey Dinner
8th – 6:30 P.M. MN Valley Masons, Inc – Board
of Directors Meeting.
th
11 – 7:30 A.M. Masons Coffee at Dunn
Brothers Coffee in Apple Valley.
rd
23 – Reserved for Ritual Work.
24th – Articles Due for the Wayfarer.
24th – 6:00 P.M. Bowling Night Event
28th – 6:30 P.M. Steering Committee Meeting –
Light Supper Provided.

Visit the Lodge Website and view the Lodge event calendar for the complete list of events for all
Masonic Bodies that are utilizing the Savage Masonic Center. http://www.mn-rivervalley.org/

