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From the East
Bring a Friend to an Event
I would like to challenge all our Brothers to bring a friend to a
Lodge Event. With Spring upon us, as Vaccines are getting
into arms, we are able to get outdoors and gather as Brothers.
We are bringing in new Brothers even in these difficult times.
Men are looking for places to turn to give back to their
communities but be a part of something bigger than
themselves. For those that have not been to a meeting the last
few Months, Our Lodge has 7 Men in the process of
becoming a Master Mason. 4 Men are early in the process and
are working on meeting your Brothers and get their petitions
filled out or transferring from another Lodge. 1 Man has filled
out the Petition that was read at the last meeting and we are
working on the interviews. 1 Man has been voted on and is
working to attend one of the Grand Lodge EA degrees and a
Brother that has been through his Entered Apprentice degree
and proved up on the EA degree and is scheduled for his
Fellowcraft degree April 28th, again run by Grand Lodge. We
are seeing a nice surge to the Craft. It is my belief that more
Men are looking for this type of Brotherly Love and
Friendship, we just need to bring them to the Lodge. Hence,
my Challenge to YOU!
The Other reason, Men are looking to Masonry is the message
that Masonry teaches. Masonry doesn’t care: what religion
you are, what your political views are, the color of your skin
is or what your favorite food is. As Brother’s we are all the
same! Our District Representative- WB Chris Wendover was
the Grand Orator for 2020. In his Oration at Grand Lodge his
message was very similar.
Continued on the next page.

From the East, Continued
Our Country needs Masonry more than ever before in
its History. Our Country has become too divisive, and
many Men are looking for Organizations that teach
unity like Masonry does. I know that everyone in our
Lodge knows someone that is searching within
themselves to find a Fraternity that brings people
together like Masonry does. We have a Golf Outing
for both Men and their significant others coming up in
June. We are looking to try a family picnic where each
group brings their own food (That way you don’t feel
pressured to eat your Brother’s wife’s Fruit salad that
you have hated since forever). The KC/Mason
Chicken dinner, maybe a Saint’s baseball game, Our
Lodge hopes to have a Table Lodge in September. So,
as you feel comfortable to come back and participate
in a Lodge Stated/Steering meeting- We have a
hamburger basket at the American Legion before the
meetings starting at 5:30pm. We miss you Brothers!
Let’s get back to it! See you Soon!

Masonic Milestone Master
Mason Anniversary Dates
MN River Valley Lodge #6 would like to recognize
all the Masonic Milestone Master Mason
Anniversary dates that are taking place during May
and June 2021.
They are:
Ned Pilling
Keith Donaldson
William Boyle
Gerry Robison

50 Years
45 Years
40 Years
05 Years

05/13/1971
06/02/1976
05/27/1981
05/21/2016

Worshipful Master
Paul Bergevin

The Wayfarer
The next due date for The Wayfarer is Friday, June
18th, 2021. All articles for the July/August 2021 issue
are due by 5:00 p.m. on that day. Any articles that are
received after the due date will be held over for the
September/October 2021 issue of The Wayfarer.
Thank you,
WB Steven Scheffert – WB James Wallin
wayfarer@mn-rivervalley.org

A Special Thank You to
Brother Ned Pilling!!
Brother, thank you for all of your dedication,
perseverance and Brotherly Love. 50 Years of
unselfishly contributing to the Craft is something
we all thank you for. With me my Brothers.
Three times three.

Masonic Quotes
Freemasonry assists men in applying the divine
moral law… to be the rocks in which positive
societies are built.

From the West
“Let Your Light So Shine…”
Brothers –
Our Masonic Lodge, as an organization and similar to
an individual, has both a reputation, which is what
you are thought to be, and a character, which is what
you really are. If your reputation is better than your
character, you will be found out sooner or later; so,
you shouldn’t spend time and money trying to
convince people that you are a good man. On the
other hand, if, as I think is true of Freemasonry, our
true character is much better than our reputation then
we have a golden opportunity.
In the past Masonry was the subject of many
disparaging news stories and commentaries. These
came from a variety of sources, both religious and
secular. Today, it seems that the public commentary
about Masonry is rather silent or neutral. I suspect
that this is partially a result of our “politically
correct” culture. However, without any “news”
Masonry tends to be forgotten in the eyes of the
general public.
A few years back I was listening to NPR (National
Public Radio) and the story was describing how many
middle-aged men, after raising their children and
achieving a level of success in their chosen career,
were now bored and lacking for male companionship.
Certainly, most still had a loving wife, who had many
female friends to confide in, but as a man they did not
have a group of similar males to engage with. One
caller remarked that in the past men had fraternal
organizations, “like the Masons”, to belong to. He
lamented that these no longer existed. I felt like
crawling through my car radio to make him aware
that Masons do still exist and provide him with a
petition for membership.
Unfortunately, we do not have a PR (Public
Relations) department to spread the news. In order to
promote the positive attributes of Masonry we, as
individual Brothers, much create our own PR
programs to be heard.

What better way to create our own PR department
but by living our craft and providing positive
examples for the world by our good deeds and
actions. Too often our good deeds go unnoticed
and remain anonymous. This is part of our
Masonic culture that we do not go around and brag
to the world when we make a positive difference.
Sometimes perhaps, to create some positive PR,
maybe we should.
With this in mind I offer up what is said in
Matthew 5:16: “Let your light so shine before
men, that they may see your good works, and
glorify your Father which is in heaven.”
Fraternally,
Dan Ploenzke – Senior Warden
sw@mn-rivervalley.org

From the South
As the pandemic enters, what seems to be, the
beginning of its end I’m thinking how nice it will
be to welcome the gradual return to our new
normal. I hope it will include many more social
interactions than we’ve been able to engage in for
the last 14 months. Everyone is looking forward to
visiting in person with children, grandchildren,
relatives and friends that we may have seen only
through a computer screen or separated by some
kind of barrier. Among those I am looking forward
to seeing are you, my brothers.
As you know, Grand Lodge has approved certain
in-person masonic meetings provided we follow
the guidelines laid out in the Grand Lodge Covid19 update of 3/21/2021 (please see the update on
Grandview). Under the WM’s leadership we have
successfully met in person since the beginning of
the year. Once you are comfortable, I would like
you to consider attending a meeting. We continue
to cover many initiatives. Are you aware a
fundraising committee is being formed?
From the South, Continued on the next page.

From the South, Continued
We sure could use you input with new ways to
fundraise so we can continue to have resources
available to finance our existing and new endeavors
to help those we find are worthy and/or in need. And
of course, any of your opinions on how we can
achieve our goal of making good men better is
invaluable. Please think about it. I’d love to
reconnect with you and I’m sure that is the
sentiment of all the brothers.
One final note, if I may. As a lodge, we have only
20% of our members registered on Grandview. I
urge you to go on-line and look it over. Not only is
there data and updates specific to our lodge but also
a multitude of other Masonic information. Resource
tabs, Seminars, Grand Lodge updates, Annual
Communications, and more. I encourage you to
register and check out what’s there.
Be sure to read the Grand Lodge Covid update.
Hope to see you soon. Maybe at the May or June
Stated meeting?
Junior Warden,
Gerry Robison
jw@mn-rivervalley.org

OES
Renaissance chapter #313 met twice in March. We
have not met previously since October 2020. At the
first meeting the budget was discussed. Some
questions were asked and answered. We had
election of officers for the upcoming year. The
Worthy Patron gave a talk on St. Patrick’s Day.
Most people do not know much about St. Patrick,
his life and importance to Ireland. At the second
meeting in March, we had our installation of
officers. Ravelle Smith was installed as Worthy
Matron and Brad Smith as Worthy Patron. The
budget was voted on and approved by the members
of the chapter. Also discussed was the chapter raffle
basket for Grand Chapter and a fund raiser project
in July. We met again on April 15th. Several
officers were installed who were not at the previous
meeting. Memorials were given for chapter
members who passed away recently. The Worthy
Patron gave a talk on dogs who were stars in
movies and television shows. Rin Tin Tin and
Lassie were the most famous and successful dogs to
become stars.
Submitted by Brad Smith

Perpetual Masonic Life Memberships
Have you ever thought about a Perpetual Life Membership with your Lodge? Life memberships can offer a
Brother a one-time or multiyear payment(s) to be made to the Grand Lodge of Minnesota (not your current
Lodge) based upon an age factor number that they provide times the current dues rate of your Lodge. Then
each year when your Lodge dues cards come out, you will receive your dues card from your Lodge Secretary
and no future payment would be required, regardless of what the dues for the year are. The prepaid dues are
only good for the Lodge that you apply for, so if you belong to multiple Lodges and want to have a Life
Membership with each one, then you would need to submit an application for each Lodge and pay the
respective amount.
If you are interested in this option, you can find the Life Membership Form within your Grand View My
Portal page and then under the “Resources” button. If you interested in this option and are not able to access
the brochure, then contact your Lodge Secretary for a copy of it.
Steven Scheffert
sec@mn-rivervalley.org
402-960-3629

Save the Date June 26th, 2021!
Its Tee Time
Planning the 2nd annual MRVL #6 golf outing and
picnic at Clarey Par 3 golf course
Preliminary plans call for early afternoon golfing
followed by burgers at the course. Based on previous
attendance I’m allowing for 4 foursomes of Brothers
and significant others.
More details will follow pending course approval.
Any questions please let me know @ 612-865-8684
Thanks
Gerry Robison
JW MRVL #6

June 1, 2021 Stated Meeting
The June 2021 Stated Meeting will be held at the
Alfred E. Ames Lodge Room located within the
Minnesota Masonic Heritage Center. The address is:
11411 Masonic Home Drive in Bloomington. The
Stated Meeting will start at our regular time, which is
7:00 p.m. Dress will be suits and ties. A pre-meeting
dinner is also being planned, so stay tuned for more
information.

It is with extreme sadness to inform you that the
roll of the workman has been called and
Worshipful Brother William E. Tuttle has not
responded. W. Brother William, Father of Brother
Paul Tuttle who is also a member of our Lodge,
was Initiated as an Entered Apprentice on October
14, 1958, Passed to the Degree of a Fellowcraft on
November 11, 1958 and Raised to the Sublime
Degree of a Master Mason on November 22, 1958
with South Denver Lodge #93 in Denver
Colorado. W. Brother William was a member of
several Lodges over his Masonic Journey
including King Hiram Lodge #31 and then
returned back to MN River Valley Lodge in 2000.
Please keep W. Brother William’s family in your
thoughts and prayers during this difficult time.
Tuttle, William Earl (93) born Oak Park, IL to Earl
& Edith Tuttle. Preceded by beloved wife and
friend, Mary Louise Tuttle and son Steven Robert.
Survived by sons Gregory, Geoffrey, Paul and
Kyle, 9 grandchildren and 5 great-grandchildren.
WWII Veteran, Freemason, Genealogist, Industrial
Engineer, Jack-of-all-Trades and a man who
seemed to know at least one person wherever he
went.

Lexophiles for Thought!
Thieves who steal corn from a garden could be
charged with… stalking.
A dentist and a manicurist never got along. They
fought tooth and nail!
I’m reading a book about anti-gravity. I just can’t
put it down.

FROM THE MASONIC
PULPIT
By Don Moy, Chaplain
Ironically, I’ve started this particular piece a
number of times but each time I can’t help to
come back to the current issues that surround our
nation, especially here in Minnesota. The unrest,
divided attitudes, protest and the distrust that
prevails in our world today seems to remain in the
forefront of our minds. As Chaplain, I challenge
you to remember that our Masonic teachings
reminds us that “Behold how good and how
pleasant it is for Brethren to dwell together in
Unity.” We’ve all heard these words during
degrees whether a candidate, participant or
observer. This passage from Psalms is
particularly appropriate in today’s society.
Although we experience this unity during
Masonic events within and outside of the Lodge
room between Brothers, it is hard to argue that we
live in a time marked by hate and intolerance. It
seems that some feel it acceptable to express their
opinions to those of the opposing view with
increasingly offensive and in some cases rude and
destructive methods. Even more disturbing, is
that fact that many have not only accepted this
behavior but have applauded their actions.
So how does this pertain to all of us as
Masons? First, it’s time to remember why
you became a Mason and more
importantly, what the Masonic teachings
mean to us individually. Remember, every
Mason has a deep respect and admiration
for every other Mason. Revert back to the
oath that we all took to improve our
personal Masonic Organization through
our key pillars of Faith, Hope and Charity.
By doing so, we may be that example and
standard that again demonstrates the way
we should all meet, act and part. Can we
expect to change everyone in society? Of
course, not but as I was always taught, you
can only control how you think and act.
However, by extending our Masonic

Civility beyond our inner circle, we may begin
the healing process. I was fortunate to serve
on the Grand Lodge when MWB Ed Halpaus
served as our Grand Master. His theme for his
annual year was Civility. His vision at the
time in 2018 seemed to be so appropriate
during his term but even more fitting during
these difficult times.
Keep in mind, we are defined by how we treat
one another and how we manage our
relationships. Can we disagree with others at
times? Of course, but be sure not to allow
disagreement to become disagreeable. We can
certainly hold differing views and perspectives
in a caring and respectful manner. As Masons,
we must hold ourselves to a higher standard by
acting upon the square. Be ever so cautious
not to fall into the actions of others but
remembering the foundation of Masonry. Let
us all do our part to heal the hurt that we all see
and feel. Even if we can decrease the vocal
rhetoric and the inner polarized thinking of
some by just a few degrees, we can feel
confident that we have begun the overall
healing process. We owe it to ourselves, our
families, our Fellow Brothers, our Society and
most importantly, to our next generation. Let
us all work to reverse the current trend to
create a civilization of Civility, respect and
tolerance. God Bless to all.

Save the Date!
K of C-Mason Chicken Dinner
Planning Meeting
“Save the Date” of Monday, June 14th, as plans are
being worked on for the K of C-Mason Chicken
Dinner Planning Meeting. Typically, the social is at
6:00 p.m. and meeting starts at 7:00 p.m. with a light
meal being provided by the host group, with this
being our Lodge.
We ask that you come and attend this planning event
and enjoy in fellowship and join in the planning
discussion. Stay tuned to more information regarding
this planning meeting.

Grand View
Brethren,
We once again wish to share with the members of MN River Valley Lodge the following information and to
encourage you to register, if you can, with the Grand View system. As of today, we only have 29 registered
users out of 137 total members for only 21.2% of our members. Our Lodge is moving more of our
communications to Grand View and by having you registered will help aid in those communications. The two
communications that we have been sharing in past issues of The Wayfarer are below. One of the
communications explains the system and the other communication are step-by-step instructions to register as a
member into the system.
In the step-by-step instructions on how to register, there are two links that you can access.
1. Video Link – https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hx-WliihfcM
2. Login Website – https://mn.grandview.systems/users/sign_in
In step #5 for registering, if you do not have the 5-digit Member ID number on your dues card, please email me
and I will provide it for you. – Steve Scheffert (sec@mn-rivervalley.org)

List of Upcoming Events for MN River Valley Lodge #6:

May 2021

June 2021

1st – 9AM – 12PM Savage Masonic Center
Roadside Cleanup – FREE Breakfast at
Savage American Legion 8AM to 9AM.
4th - 7:00 P.M. Stated Communications Meeting
8th – 7:30 A.M. Masons Coffee at Dunn Brothers
Coffee in Apple Valley.
12th – 6:30 P.M. MN Valley Masons, Inc – Board
of Directors Meeting.
25th – 7:00 P.M. Steering Committee

1st – 7:00 P.M. Stated Communications Meeting
at Alfred E. Ames Lodge Room at the MN
Masonic Heritage Center.
9th – 7:30 A.M. Masons Coffee at Dunn Brothers
Coffee in Apple Valley.
12th – 6:30 P.M. MN Valley Masons, Inc – Board
of Directors Meeting.
14th – 6P.M. – 9P.M. – MNRV/KC Chicken
Planning Meeting (TBD)
18th – Articles Due for the Wayfarer.
22nd – 7:00 P.M. Steering Committee Meeting

Visit the Lodge Website and view the Lodge event calendar for the complete list of events for all
Masonic Bodies that are utilizing the Savage Masonic Center. http://www.mn-rivervalley.org/

