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From the East
Change
I am not talking about quarters, dimes, nickels and pennies. I
am talking about “change” as in, things no longer being the
same as they were for a period of time. It is my contention
that the one thing you can always count on is “change”.
Without change, we do not evolve as an individual, a family,
an organization and a country or the world. As many people
do their best to try and stop change from happening; change
still happens. When we went into the Pandemic and now as
we come out of the Pandemic, things are changing rapidly.
Some of us enjoyed being able to work from home, now we
are being asked to come back to the office. We became used
to wearing masks and now they are coming off. Some people
lost long time employment and are starting new jobs. (Some
are still looking) Some have gotten sick or lost loved ones
during the pandemic and will never be the same because of it.
The restaurant that you loved going to is no longer there and
you are trying new places to meet and eat. For being such a
simple word “change” is Big.
Change is all around us. In our Lodge, we are practicing ritual
and preparing for new members. Grand Lodge has required a
Monitor or a Custodian must be present at our practices each
Lodge is having and for each degree. This adds stress to those
getting back to doing their lines, some for the first time. We
must also understand that the Monitors and Custodians also
are under more stress and having to be available for these new
requirements. Our Lodge is looking for new ways to fundraise
money for our Scholarships and funding the other works that
we do as Brothers for our community.
Continued on the next page

Masonic Milestone Master
Mason Anniversary Dates

From the East, Continued
The Lodge is selling the Trailer that is used for Kolacky
Days and in the process, we are saving money on rent
for storage, we can use the money from the sale of the
trailer. These are all things that we used to take for
granted. We all need you help and ideas for new ways
of doing things. These changes are for the good of all
and not just a jingling sound from your Pocket!

MN River Valley Lodge #6 would like to
recognize all the Masonic Milestone Master
Mason Anniversary dates that are taking place
during July and August 2021.

Paul Bergevin
Master
master@mn-rivervalley.org
(612) 282-5948

No one! We don’t have anyone for these two
months! So, let’s celebrate ourselves! Cheers!

They are:

Quote
It isn’t an obligation that makes us trust a
man…
But a Brother who makes us trust his obligation.
Unknown

The Wayfarer
The next due date for The Wayfarer is Friday,
August 13 2021. All articles for the September/
October 2021 issue are due by 5:00 p.m. on that
day. Any articles that are received after the due
date will be held over for the November/December
2021 issue of The Wayfarer.
Thank You,
WB Steven Scheffert –
wayfarer@mn-rivervalley.org

From the West
Words from the Past
Still Relevant Today
Brothers –
Several of you may have heard my Leo presentation
during the June Stated Meeting, after I found a copy
of the Shakopee Lodge No. 6 By-Laws from April
25th, 1859 and compared them to our current ByLaws. While reading the old By-Laws I was greatly
impressed about one section. The By-Laws stipulate,
in addition to obeying the constitution and edicts of
the Grand Lodge of Minnesota, and the By-laws of
the Lodge, that all members of the Lodge also:







Avoid all irregularity and intemperance which
may tend to bring the Fraternity into
disrepute.
To aid a brother in the hour of difficulty.
To console him in the hour of grief.
To relieve him in distress.
To counsel him when astray.
And to avoid every word or act that might
injure him in person, character, purse, or
feeling.

Continued on the next page

From the West, Continued
As we progress along our Masonic journey, we take
our Obligations and we often invoke symbolism to
encourage us to live a life consistent with our
Masonic values. However, I really do like the
simplicity of the phrases above that tell us how we
should act towards our Fraternity and our Brothers.
These words are as relevant today as when they were
written over 160 years ago. I encourage you to
remember them and live by them as much as possible.
Fraternally,
Senior Warden
Dan Ploenzke
sw@mn-rivervalley.org

OES Report
Renaissance Chapter #313 met on May 20th. A report
was read to everyone on all that had happened at Grand
Chapter in St. Cloud this year. All women were
honored and given gifts to celebrate Mother’s Day this
month. the Worthy Patron gave a talk on female super
heroes. There have been many through the years but
Wonder Woman who began 80 years ago in 1941 is
still very popular today.
The Chapter met again on June 17th. The by-laws
committee has met and changes are going to be made.
They are still working on it and so it was postponed
until September when it will be voted on.
The July meeting will be School of Instruction and in
August the Grand family will be visiting. Fathers and
all men at the meeting were honored and given a gift.
The Worthy Patron gave a talk on music great Hank
Williams. He had a difficult life but gave the world
wonderful music that is still popular today.
Refreshments were served after the meeting.
Submitted by: Brad Smith

From the South
One of the “Beauties” of Our Craft
For the last 6 weeks or so, I’ve been practicing for a
part in the upcoming EA degree. I thought I was
doing a fair job at memorizing the lines and trying to
understand the floor work. I felt pretty good about
my progress and was ready for the practice before the
degree. As usual we met at the Lodge and walked
through our parts and reciting our lines. Honestly, I
was feeling that I was very prepared to do my part to
bring the candidates into our fraternity. I went
through the motions and got through most of the lines
well enough. I couldn’t really put my finger on it.
But something was missing.
And then, at our practice many of our brothers led by
WB Foster Solem pointed out the nuances of the EA
ritual. And it clicked. I saw a new dimension in the
words that I hadn’t really considered. Now, I’ve
always liked this kind of work and thought I saw the
gravitas in the ritual. But until I was coached to add
emphasis here or a pause there, did I really get a true
appreciation for the work. Needless to say, I’ve taken
a new approach to my practice sessions. There really
is “beauty” in the rituals. Not just ritual work but in
the openings and closings of Stated meetings.
Masonic ritual is steeped in tradition and deserves to
be done well. Like our brothers, who gave of their
knowledge and assistance in getting the EA degree
practiced well; with dignity and respect, we all have
something to offer to the work. If your thing is to
have an active role in ritual, or you’d rather observe,
attending a lodge meeting or one of the degree rituals
is a good way to reconnect with one of the “beauties”
of our craft.
So, I invite you to come to a Stated meeting. Come to
one of the upcoming Rituals. When you’re there
think about what’s being said and what it means. I
hope you will rediscover one of the real Beauties of
Masonry.
Junior Warden
Gerry Robison
jw@mn-rivervalley.org

The Roll of the Workman has been Called

Brothers, it is with profound sadness to announce the passing of Brother Ken
Kramer
Kraemer, Kenneth Warren age 72, of Bloomington Minnesota, passed away of a pulmonary embolism on May 27,
2021. Preceded in death by his parents Warren Christian and Dorothy Shirley (Snyder) Kraemer. Ken Kraemer had
a wonderful childhood in Jersey, of which he told robust, legendary-like stories. He attended Wichita State
University where he earned his Business Degree and went on to live in Minnesota where he met and married the
love of his life and their unwavering love endured until his dying day. He was a great father who taught his children
many lifelong lessons by leading by example, including how to be a caring and generous person. Ken had the
dreams and courage to have 3 different careers in his life including salesman, insurance agent and computer
technician. He was a member of several organizations including the Eagles Lodge, Elks Lodge, and the Masons
Lodge. He enjoyed being a soccer coach and spending time with the family dogs. He was known for being a very
social person who loved to talk, spend time with friends, and would give what he could to those in need. Ken is
survived by his wife, Gail (Phelps) Kraemer; his son, Christopher (Chantelle) Kraemer; his daughter, Kelly (Rob
Torgerson) Kraemer; his grandchildren, Rilynn Torgerson, Axel Kraemer and Crosby Kraemer; his sister Diane
(Kraemer) Roche; and his brother, Curt Kraemer; as well as many other family members and friends. Memorials
preferred to the donor's favorite charity.
Ken was initiated as an Entered Apprentice on March 7th, 1977.
Passed to the Degree of a Fellowcraft on April 4th, 1977.
Raised to the Sublime Degree of a Master Mason on May 2nd, 1977 with Richfield Lodge #334.
Brother Kenneth, affiliated with MN River Valley Lodge in 2020 from Cataract Lodge #2 and was currently
serving as our Junior Steward.

Alas Brother, we will pick up your tools in this Lodge and continue your work
here. Until we meet again in the Celestial Lodge of the Supreme Architect.

Knights of Columbus-Mason
Chicken Dinner
Brothers,
On Monday, June 14th members of our Lodge and
members from the New Prague 4th Degree Knights
of Columbus met at Richter’s Woods in
Montgomery. The meeting was to plan the
upcoming 53rd annual KC-Mason Chicken Dinner.
The details of the upcoming dinner event are the
following:

Lexophile’s for Thought!
You are stuck with your debt if you can't budge it.
Marathon runners with bad shoes suffer the agony of de
feet.

Entered Apprentice Degree
June 23rd Entered Apprentice Degree at Corinthian
Lodge #67. Congratulations to our newest Entered
Apprentices Andrew Hunt and Keith Deutsch.
Welcome Brothers!!

When: Wednesday, August 18th
Time: 6:00 p.m. Social and 7:00 p.m. Dinner
Where: KC Hall of New Prague
411 4th Ave, SW
New Prague, MN 56071
Cost: $17.00 per person
Tickets for the event will be available at the door
and from WB Don Conn, who can be contacted at
952-758-3506 or at jud4540@yahoo.com
This year our Lodge is hosting the event, so we
hope that many of you can attend this wonderful
event and enjoy a great evening of fellowship and a
wonderful meal (1/2 chicken).

Save the Date!
The 2021 MN River Valley Lodge #6 Table Lodge
Dinner event is set to be held on:
Saturday, October 9, 2021
American Legion, Savage, MN
Stay tuned for more information in the next issue of
the Wayfarer.

Quote
There are no strangers in Freemasonry, only
friend you’ve yet to meet.
Dave Thomas

Congratulations to our Fifty-Year Brothers!!

Brothers let’s hear it for WBs Ned Pilling and Gary Eagen on an incredible achievement!!
From left to right; WB Chris Wendover (DR), WB Ned Pilling, WM Paul Bergevin, WB Gary Eagen and WB
Ted Smith.
Cheers Brothers!!

June Stated Meeting
June 1st Stated Meeting inside the Alfred E. Ames Lodge room within the Masonic Heritage Center.

List of Upcoming Events for MN River Valley Lodge #6:

July 2021

August 2021

4th – Independence Day
6th – 7:00 P.M. Stated Communications Meeting
10th - 7:30 A.M. Masons Coffee at Dunn
14th – 6:30 P.M. MN Valley Masons, Inc – Board
of Directors Meeting.
27th – 7:00 P.M. Steering Committee Meeting

3rd – 7:00 P.M. Stated Communications Meeting
11th – 6:30 P.M. MN Valley Masons, Inc – Board
of Directors Meeting.
13th – Articles Due for the Wayfarer
14th - 7:30 A.M. Masons Coffee at Dunn Brothers
Coffee in Apple Valley.
th
18 – 6:00 P.M. KC Mason Chicken Dinner
24th – 7:00 P.M. Steering Committee Meeting

Visit the Lodge Website and view the Lodge event calendar for the complete list of events for all
Masonic Bodies that are utilizing the Savage Masonic Center. http://www.mn-rivervalley.org/

