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From the East
As my year comes to an end, I reflect on what we were able
to do as a Lodge and what we still can do as we move
forward. It was not a perfect year by any measure. I was glad
that we were able to meet in-person every month. We started
with minimum number of Brothers, no meals in the Lodge,
and had to wear masks the entire time, Grand Lodge was the
only ones allowed to do ritual for Degrees. Then additional
Brothers, then no mask with a vaccine, then we could start to
have our own Degrees done with a Monitor to make sure we
are doing the degree work properly and to the Grand Lodge
expectations. We were then able to do our own practices. We
have seen a surge in the Petitioners interested in Freemasonry,
we have 2 EA’s, 1 candidate, 2 petitioners and 5 inquiries.
More men are looking for a place that brings stability and
purpose for them during these times. We were also able to
help John Dillon complete his MM degree. John started his
degrees, just before COVID-19 shut down degree work.
Thank you, WB Ted Smith as John’s Mentor, and helping
with the Degree work or going to Grand Lodge degrees and
then other Lodges that were performing the work to complete
John’s Degrees. No small task. We were then able to have a
large gathering like the Table Lodge we just had this October.
The attendance was smaller with COVID’s resurgence and
other Masonic dinners also being pushed to the same time;
Brothers had to choose one thing over another. But we started
down the path of “Normalcy.” I am excited as we bring in the
new Leadership. The November Stated on November 2nd, we
introduce the coming years leadership line. I hope you are
able to join us. They will be voted on at the December 7th.
The Lodges input and support is critical to the success of our
new Leadership.
Continued on the next page

From the East, Continued
Your participation brings strength, creativity and
diversity to the Lodge. Our Lodge is in the rare position
as we heard from WB Don Nolley at the Table Lodge,
Minnesota River Valley Lodge #6 has something
special going on! Not only are we financially in a better
position than most Lodges, we have the Brothers and
New Brothers that are coming in and getting involved
with new ideas that make our Lodge richer. They also
are keeping the line alive. There are many Lodges that
are not able to add new life to their Officer line and
many Brothers are serving over and over which
becomes stale or over worked. Minnesota River Valley
Lodge #6 has continued to breathe new life in every
year and support with the Worshipful Brothers that help
with suggestions and experience but allow the New
Leaders to make their own decisions with that
knowledge in mind.
Thank You Brothers for making this a special year for
myself and the Lodge. We were able to accomplish
many things, but we are not done bringing, Brotherly
Love and friendship to the world! We are the difference
makers.
Paul Bergevin
Master
master@mn-rivervalley.org
(612) 282-5948

The Wayfarer
The next due date for The Wayfarer is Thursday,
December 17, 2021. All articles for the January/
February 2022 issue are due by 5:00 p.m. on that
day. Any articles that are received after the due
date will be held over for the March/April 2022
issue of The Wayfarer.
Thank You,
WB Steven Scheffert –
wayfarer@mn-rivervalley.org

Masonic Milestone Master
Mason Anniversary Dates
MN River Valley Lodge #6 would like to
recognize all the Masonic Milestone Master
Mason Anniversary dates that are taking place
during November and December 2021. Look at
the top two!!
They are:
Charles Marston
Bruce Heimkes
Don McNeil
Thomas Peterson
Eric Creger
Benjamin Sorenson

60 Years
50 Years
15 Years
15 Years
5 Years
5 Years

11/24/1961
12/10/1971
12/02/2006
12/02/2006
11/19/2016
11/19/2016

2022 Dues Reminder
It’s that time of year Brothers. If you have yet
to do so, please remember to pay your dues.
Our operating budget for the year is based on
the dues that are received, so it is critical that
individuals pay in a timely manner, so that the
Lodge can continue to function properly. Also,
if you are involved with another Masonic
organization, you must remain current in the
Blue Lodge to remain a member in good
standing with the other organizations. If you
have any questions about the 2022 dues, please
contact the Lodge Secretary. We do accept
credit card payments, via PayPal. A small fee
will be applied to your dues to offset the cost of
this service. You can also pay on the Grand
View website!
WB Steve Scheffert
sec@mn-rivervalley.org

Quote
All that is essential for the triumph of evil is that
good men do nothing.
Edmund Burke

From the West
A Time to Prepare
Brothers –
Autumn: During this time of year, I find myself spending
a lot of time preparing for winter. There are numerous
tasks around the house to get done before the inevitable
frost and snow arrives. I still have memories of the
Halloween blizzard of 1991. These memories provide the
motivation that my numerous tasks need to get done soon.
My checklist includes the usual: Leaf raking, outside
water shut-off, RV winterizing, irrigation system blowout, etc. And then moving inside it is always a good idea
to make sure the furnace is tuned up. Finally, I know
from experience, that when it gets cold the mice love to
move indoors. I always put out some “poison treats” for
their entertainment.
In addition, this year my fall preparation includes
planning for my year in the East. Naturally, “tradition
prevailing” as I humbly will serve as your Worshipful
Master. During my preparation I have reconnected with
several brothers who have been members “in good
standing” with our lodge for numerous years but have not
been actively involved. Several of these brothers have
indicated a renewed interest in our Craft and have agreed
to serve as officers for the upcoming year. Their renewed
commitment to our lodge has strengthened my confidence
in Masonry as a whole and in particular, my confidence in
Minnesota River Valley Lodge #6. As often included in
any State of the Nation or State of the State address: The
State of our lodge is STRONG.
Since Masonry often uses imagery to reinforce a point, I
am reminded of our Preparation Room. In addition to the
standard use of this room to provide modesty, while
changing clothes, in preparation for a degree, this room
can also serve as a Chamber of Reflection. The purpose
of such a room to give a candidate a period of time to
meditate and reflect on what he is about to undertake.
With my time in the East coming shortly, I reflect on the
strength of our Craft and the wisdom and knowledge of
our past Worshipful Masters to assist me during the
upcoming year. Let us continue using our working tools
to make 2022 a year of continual Brotherly Love and
Support.
Fraternally,
Senior Warden
Dan Ploenzke
sw@mn-rivervalley.org

From the South
We have a good thing going on in
our Lodge
Well, we just had our 2021 Table Lodge, and I would
say it was another great success. Of course, thinking
about it, all of the ones I have attended were great
successes. So, what makes them so consistently
memorable to me. All are run by different Masters,
we’ve had different Emcees’, different speeches,
different guests, different themes. So, what is it?
We’ve had more and less brothers and guest attend. It
makes me wonder, what makes it a consistently great
event. After some thought the answer becomes
painfully obvious. It’s you, my brothers! It’s the
fellowship and brotherly love that is present in the
room when our lodge brothers gather to celebrate
their Masonic bonds.
At three separate Masonic events I’ve been at in the
last few weeks I’ve been approached by three
different Past Masters of other Lodges, each one has
made a point to relate to me what a good lodge we
have. And they didn’t just say it in passing. Each
clearly wanted to impress the unique fellowship we
have but probably don’t always recognize and
appreciate ourselves. I was speaking with WB Don
Nolley after the Table Lodge, and he said more than
once what a "good thing" we have MRVL#6. The
camaraderie he sees evident when we gather is
something that doesn’t happen by itself. Its telling to
me that these individual’s reach out relay to me that
the energy and brotherhood in our lodge is not the
norm.
How did we get to the place where Past Masters from
other Lodges are telling me how good our Lodge is? I
really don’t have a definitive answer, but I suspect
that each of you have a piece of the answer. Maybe,
when you served as the Master or as a Past Master,
you made an extra effort with a new brother, maybe
you began something that has now become a
tradition, maybe you emphasized something that a
subsequent Master used during their term. But it’s not
only the sitting Lodge Master and Past Masters that
have a dramatic influence on the friendships and
brotherhood at #6.
Continued on the next page

From the South, Continued
Every brother that sits on the sidelines infuses the
Lodge with something of themselves. They blend their
experience and stories and out of that potpourri of
shared events comes the Lodge that brings other
Masons to go out of their way to tell me we are special,
that we are unique, and we have something that’s
worthy of on working to maintain.
Of course, there is another viewpoint. I think it’s fair
to say that not every brother feels the same that I do.
Not every brother feels the camaraderie or even much
of a brotherhood. It falls on those of us who do feel that
way to reach out and engage brothers that maybe don’t
feel as welcome as we would like them to be. It is
critical that we leave no brother behind.
This fellowship cannot be taken for granted. All good
things come at a cost, and I think the cost is simply
participation. Hopefully, as we begin to feel more
comfortable gathering in person, we will see more and
more brothers who haven’t been able to meet in a
group. Even if you don’t feel comfortable coming to a
stated meeting, consider getting online and attending a
Zoom steering meeting. Please bring and share your
ideas and thoughts. What can we do better? What
haven’t we been doing that we should start? Have an
idea for fund raising; share it. Remember why you
became a Mason and rekindle that feeling. Please, join
us. Let’s keep” the good thing” going. Help us make it
better.
Junior Warden
Gerry Robison
jw@mn-rivervalley.org

OES Report

Renaissance Chapter met on August 19th. It was a
Grand Family official visit. The Worthy Matron of
the Chapter, Ravelle Smith is Grand elect this year.
She was given special recognition and gifts at this
meeting. There was a special presentation done on
the Statue of Liberty by David Jones, a history
expert. He showed slides and told many facts about
this historical monument. There were 55 members
at the meeting. How wonderful to have so many
attending. The Worthy Patron gave a talk on
patriotic songs. We know the songs but not how
they came about, or who wrote them and how long
have they been around. It was interesting to learn
about these songs and their background. A dinner
was served before the meeting and treats afterward.
It was a special night with a lot of fun things
happening. The Chapter met again in September.
The Worthy Patron gave a talk on Davy Crockett,
who was a Mason and an American hero. We
voted on and elected two new candidates. The
Chapter’s by-laws need to be updated every five
years. Some changes were made. We discussed it
during the meeting, voted on and passed the new
rules. September is always Rob Morris night. He
had the original idea behind creating Eastern Star.
He did the original work and with the changes
made by Brother Robert McCoy. It was organized
into the system that Eastern Star rituals used today
have been taken. On September 29th, the Grand
Family did degrees at Bloomington Chapter. Six
new candidates joined Eastern Star including the
two from Renaissance Chapter. We are always so
happy to get new members.
Submitted by: Brad Smith

Lexophiles for Thought!
Acupuncture is a jab well done. That’s the point of
it.
He had a photographic memory, but it was never
fully developed.
Venison for dinner again? Oh deer!
I used to be a banker, but then I lost interest.

Did You Know?
Famous magician AND Brother Harry Houdini died
on October 31st, 1926. Brother Harry was initiated as
an Entered Apprentice on July 17th, 1923, in St.
Cecile Lodge No. 568 in New York City. He was
passed to the degree of Fellow Craft on July 31st,
1923, and was raised to the Sublime Degree of Master
Mason on August 21st,1923.

Brethren,
In case you missed it, within the May/June 2020 issue of “The Minnesota Mason” it was communicated to
everyone that the Grand Lodge of MN has moved to a new database system called “Grand View”. I want to
reshare with you the two communications that were provided in the newsletter. One of the communications
explains the system and the other communication is a step-by-step instructions to register as a member into
the system.
I would like to encourage everyone to work on getting registered into the system, so that you can help us
manage your contact information, pay your dues or for events, etc. We are also looking at using other
features of the system for communications, such as meeting minutes, events, etc. so having you registered in
the system will help ensure that you receive them.
In the step-by-step instructions on how to register, there are two links that you can access.
1. Video Link – https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hx-WliihfcM
2. Login Website – https://mn.grandview.systems/users/sign_in
In step #5 for registering, if you do not have the 5-digit Member ID number on your dues card, please email
me and I will provide it for you. – Steve Scheffert (sec@mn-rivervalley.org)

We’ve lost an integral part of
our Lodge
Brothers, it with extreme sadness and difficulty that
I report to you that we’ve lost such important and
loved part of our Lodge. Worshipful Brother Lew
Price’s bride, Betty Price has passed. Betty was so
well known, loved and a light within our Lodge that
this has shaken us to our core. Being in her presence
made you feel special. Betty had such an infectious
smile and laugh that you couldn’t help but smile
with her. She had a way that would light up the
room and bring happiness into any situation. She
was so selfless and loving. She loved having a
camera in her hand and taking pictures and took joy
in sharing them. Betty and Lew are a big reason that
our Lodge is strong, fantastic, and as wonderful as it
is.

The role of Workmen has been
called.
Brethren, it is with profound sadness to announce
that two of our Brothers have not responded.

The world is less bright without her. Please keep
WB Lew and his family in your thoughts, prayers,
and hearts.
Brother Meritt Henry laid down his working tools
on September 8th, 2021. Brother Meritt was
Initiated as an Entered Apprentice on October 9th,
1953, Passed to the Degree of a Fellow Craft on
October 30th, 1953 and Raised to the Sublime
Degree of a Master Mason on November 13th, 1953.
At Brother Meritt’s passing, he was the second
oldest Master Mason in our Lodge.

Betty, my heart aches, as does all of ours. You are
missed. Deeply!

Brothers, beginning in 2022, MNRV #6’s meeting
minutes will no longer be posted to our website.
Due to security reasons, they’re being moved to
Grand View! If you haven’t signed up for Grand
View, please do, it has so many resources that every
Brother can use.

Brother Vic Lueders laid down his working tools on
October 20th, 2021. Brother Vic was Initiated as an
Entered Apprentice on January 17th, 2004, Passed to
the Degree of a Fellow Craft on January 17th, 2004
and Raised to the Sublime Degree of a Master
Mason on January 17th, 2004.
Brothers, you are missed. We know the Great
Architect of the Universe has welcomed you into the
Celestial Lodge above and your Labors continue
there. With me my Brothers. Three times three.

Save the Date!!
Saturday, December 18th is Minnesota River
Valley Lodge’s Installation of Officers date.
The installation will begin at 10:00 a.m. and will
be held at the Savage Masonic Center.
Elected Officers will be installed into their
Rightful positions.
Tradition prevailing, Brother Senior Warden Dan
Ploenzke will be installed as Worshipful Master
and placed in the East.
Installation is open to everyone.
Please bring your family for a wonderful tradition
and to share with these Brothers such a wonderful
day.
See you there!

Perpetual Masonic Life
Memberships
Have you ever thought about a Perpetual Life
Membership with your Lodge? Life memberships
can offer a Brother a one-time or multiyear
payment(s) to be made to the Grand Lodge of
Minnesota (not your current Lodge) based upon an
age factor number that they provide times the
current dues rate of your Lodge. Then each year
when your Lodge dues cards come out, you will
receive your dues card from your Lodge Secretary
and no future payment would be required,
regardless of what the dues for the year are. The
prepaid dues are only good for the Lodge that you
apply for, so if you belong to multiple Lodges and
want to have a Life Membership with each one,
then you would need to submit an application for
each Lodge and pay the respective amount.
If you are interested in this option, feel free utilize
the Pre-Paid Dues (Life Membership) Brochure
(click the link) that is provided by the Grand
Lodge. If you interested in this option and are not
able to access the brochure, then contact your
Lodge Secretary for a copy of it.
Steven Scheffert
sec@mn-rivervalley.org
402-960-3629

Name Badges
Get your name badges here! Name
badges, get your name badges
here!!
Interested in getting your official Minnesota River
Valley Lodge No. 6 name badge? Looking to
replace one you misplaced? Look no further! To
get your genuine, 100%, made somewhere on
Earth, simply fill out the form listed and mail it
with a check. You will then receive your official
name badge after it has been created.
Name:
_____________________________________
(Please provide the exact spelling of your name, as
this is what will appear on your name badge)
Mark the quantity of each name badge you wish to
purchase. Prices are listed per name badge.
______ - Pocket Style - $7.50
______ - Magnetic Style - $5.50
______ - Pin Style - $5.50
Total amount due: _________
Please mail this form, along with a check due for
the total amount to:
Steven Scheffert
802 East Circle Drive
Montgomery, MN 56069
Please make the check out to MN River Valley
Lodge #6.
If you’ve any questions, please reach out to WB
Steven Scheffert – sec@mn-rivervalley.org or call
him at 402-960-3629

List of Upcoming Events for MN River Valley Lodge #6:

November 2021

December 2021

2nd – 7:00 P.M. Stated Communications Meeting
6:00 P.M. Dinner
th
6 – Library Dedication Dinner
7th – Daylight Savings – Fallback Brothers!
10th – 6:30 P.M. MN Valley Masons, Inc – Board
of Directors Meeting.
th
13 – 7:30 A.M. Masons Coffee at Dunn
Brothers Coffee in Apple Valley.
rd
23 – 6:30 P.M. Steering Committee Meeting –
Light Supper Provided.
25th – Thanksgiving

7th – 7:00 P.M. Stated Communications Meeting
6:00 P.M. Dinner
th
8 – 6:30 P.M. MN Valley Masons, Inc – Board
of Directors Meeting.
th
11 - 7:30 A.M. Masons Coffee at Dunn Brothers
Coffee in Apple Valley.
th
17 – Articles Due for the Wayfarer.
18th – Installation of Officers
24th – Christmas Eve
25th – Christmas Day
28th – 6:30 P.M. Steering Committee Meeting
31st – New Year’s Eve

Visit the Lodge Website and view the Lodge event calendar for the complete list of events for all
Masonic Bodies that are utilizing the Savage Masonic Center. http://www.mn-rivervalley.org/

